i28      Truth on the Tragedy of France
Chastenet had been one of the first, a good many years
ago now, to go and hear, listen to and admire Hitler.
He brought back to the Quai d'Orsay a memorandum
which caused smiles at the ingenuousness it betrayed.
He had remained the man of that memorandum, and used
to say sometimes : " If only they had listened to me."
His colleague, M. Mireaux, a Senator of recent election,
had walked about since the beginning of hostilities with
a face as scared as the utterances with which he justified
it. Anybody unlucky enough to sit next or opposite to
him for an evening at table was ill with pessimism for
the night. He has been rewarded, and is no longer afraid.
For some weeks he was a Minister in the Petain Govern-
ment, charged with restoring morale in French education,
then he fell back into the obscurity from which he ought
never to have emerged.
I am anxious to point out, in parenthesis, that I am
not establishing any kind of connection between the
tendencies of these gentlemen and the actions which caused
one of their editors to be arrested and sentenced.
The Matin has always been a centre of anti-British
feeling. It is a question of precedence between M. Bruneau
Varilla and John Bull. M. Bruneau Varilla is one of those
men who establish their dominance by the fear they like
to inspire. For the best part of half a century, with a
mere frown he has made Premiers and Ministers tremble,
so that at the first whistle they spring to attention. What
has occurred between John Bull and him ? All we know
is that M. Bruneau Varilla has sworn death to the British
Empire. Consequently he is pro-German. Formerly he
made alliance with William II. He has now made friends
with Hitler.
In 1933, while I was publishing in the Petit Parisien
the German documents in which Doctor Goebbels dis-
closed, for the benefit of his agents in South America,
the objects of his propaganda, and announced in advance
a little game of the type we have since witnessed, it was